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myths in your classroom
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Homer's story ofodysseus' suuggle to get home ftb-m Troy, The Odyssey (which dates from at least tbd 8th centu4

ed. But there is a real danger ttlat
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llu -trhere have been 'prulosophical novels' written tbYchildren before, such as Matthew UpnIan's Pixie\but these have very quickly

,r;b;Jflted and have cultural references that fail to travel. The same fate will not befall the odyssey ifit's fft as close to the original as

)falbssible. The tuab countries have their own version ofthe Odyssey in The Tales ofsinbad, and it is v{dely thought that Sinbad
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8th century BC), was used

in the ancient world for moral instruction. But I find that the qlories l,end
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childrens' direct
experience - as ifchddren don't have an

bdis); moral relativism

teaching, that records Qdysseus' progress around the Mediterranean and d, then I tell or we read the latest installment. We
around the issue present in the crisis.
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hitting the shore of some island in the night, leaving the . Each session ii about an hour long and, if
you work through all t14

To use an example, the ning sequence of The Odyssey descri the war
to a discussion ofw one justified to go to war and when a what is one justified to do? The first two stodes (the
Horse and the a different philosophical

s
stop reading, usually atb crisis point in tlx\ltory to conduct a philosophi
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Enough time needs t6'be f-eft at the end of every lesson,however, to finigl
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thepe or issue.
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*o nr.".,ngr#tilfttffi*r8tflil#,t?tti!ffiffi61li.n,n"me in Fach andevery one orthe srories then think asain. rt,lau
in there. Thy'story ofAeolus and The Bag of Winds allows for an exploration of rulership in a de

e section with Tiresias and the Underworld brings and one's control over it Slto
the classroom; the wonderful story ofthe Sirens has one ofthe most bund an

hers.
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yssey is seeing the so positively

al time not

that they may find themselves faced with in
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By considering these and other
reheatse how

otherwise be far too lex to d
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narrative situations in a story sucll as
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ofthe story of Odyssey lex situations are y understood the children, the
bite is then all the more easily felt. This teachqq chil n the

| 
fictional. l'yf^thsC€El settirg!

Peter Worley is the c*gf executive and co-founder ofThe Phit 'oundation. He is the author offour books onbhi hy in
schools including The : A Philosophical loumqt Thro Greek Myth and Storytelling for 8-16-y ear-olds.
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